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Observations on Key: Eindings

Majer deficiencies In| cuirent practice
Consistent with ETA ebhservations

National travel ferecasting committee
Potentially useful

National travel ferecasting handheok
A tall erder

Laudable ETA efforts to Gnsure guality©O
Perhaps a special case
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ETA Expernence

The GNew: StantsOprogram
Discretionany capitalifiunds for majer pProjects

ETA funding recemmendations te: Congress
Based on speciiic critena defined by Congress
Source of several key measures: travel forecasts

Setting
Scrutiny of ferecasts (anad actual ridership eutcemes)
SAEETEA-LU Incentives for reliable numbers
ETA leverage withi respect to preject spensers

December 2007 FTA Comments Regarding SR 288




ETA Expernence

Eerecasting deficiencies
Errors in the: travellmoedels themselves
Badly definedl alternatives/netwoerks
Eerecasts unanhle to withstand any: scrutiny.

Little attempt ter develop Insights 1nto:
Purpose and need
Actual perfermance of the alternatives
Benefits to travelers
\Merits of the preject
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ETA Expernence

Leading causes ofi deficiencies
oo much effort on model development

Not eneughl effert on the hasics
[Data assembly/
Jlesting| of the: models against current data

Absence of analytical reporting of forecasts
Barrier to: meaningful guality: control (QC) reviews
Barrier to development ofi Insights from the ferecasts
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ETA Expernence

ETA Initiatives 1o Improve ferecasts

SOME research; seme longstanding guidance

Reguirements, for data collection

Continual technical assistance

Reguirements, for detailed reporting of forecasts
of ferecasts

Reguirements for written insights from ferecasts

Specific decision on acceptance of forecasts
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ETA Expernence

_essons learned

Cause of prohlems
Trravell ferecasting practice, net medell fernms
Biggest payofis in improvements to the hasics

Guidance helps but rgerous eversight IS crucial

Reguirements get attention and action
1992 ETA guidance
2002 ETA reguirements
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ETA Expernence

Possible Implicatiens

Report recommendations:
Are laudanble
Would noet have improved New: Starts forecasts

[Face lange challenges
Ferecasts that have key role in important decisiens?
Motivations for Improvements by funding providers?
Mechanisms for effective scrutiny/eversight?

Need for thought en supperting strategies to
enhance the: effectiveness ofi recommendations
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Conclusions

Agreement with the general findings

SUppelt fer Improvements; in the basics
More Diand more frequent B.data collection
Carefulitesting of travel moadels
Analytical reporting anad rgoreus QC of forecasts

Suggestion that success will'lbe a challenge
given the nature ofi the setting
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